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MEETINGS AND EVENTS:   
· Order of the Arrow elections will be held during the March 2 meeting. The mission of the Order of the Arrow is to fulfill its purpose as an integral part of the Boy Scouts of America through positive youth leadership under the guidance of selected capable adults. As Scouting’s National Honor Society, its purpose is to: 
· Recognize those who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and through that recognition cause others to conduct themselves in a way that warrants similar recognition.
· Promote camping, responsible outdoor adventure, and environmental stewardship as essential components of every Scout’s experience, in the unit, year-round, and in summer camp.
· Develop leaders with the willingness, character, spirit and ability to advance the activities of their units, our Brotherhood, Scouting, and ultimately our nation.
· Crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of leadership in cheerful service to others.
· We will be having a guest speaker, David Hines, on March 9th to talk to us about the amazing experience he had at NAYLE (National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience) last summer. It is an outdoor leadership training program held at Philmont Scout Ranch. The troop is offering scholarships to cover the cost of the program ($355). Their website is  http://www.nayle.org/  He will also talk about NYLT which is a perquisite and the National Jamboree if we have time.
· Troop elections will be held during the March 16 meeting. Watch your email for how to prepare to run for a leadership position.
· The Troop’s 40th anniversary celebration dinner will be held Saturday, March 26.  Please return the response card as soon as possible so we have time to plan the seating.
UPCOMING OUTINGS:  

Sign up at the Outdoor Table for the following outings:
· Trail Building at Mataguay – Saturday, March 5.  Receive service hours that can be applied to many awards.

· Color Guard for SR Little League opening ceremonies – Sunday, March 6 at 10:30 am.  Three scouts needed. 

· Pinewood Derby – Thursday, March 17, 6 to 8:15 pm at EBS school.  3 scouts needed to help with the Cub Scout Pinewood Derby; receive community service hours.
· CPR Saturday – Sat., March 19
· Canoe Merit Badge Class – Sat., March 26th – 7am to 1-3pm (dependent upon weather conditions).  Mission Bay Aquatic Center.  $15.  Adults going on Colorado River Trip should attend. 
· Ladle Soup Kitchen – Sunday, March 27.

· Anza Borrego Desert Outing – March 18 – 20.
· Colorado River Canoe Trip –The date of this outing has been changed to April 29th – May 1st (so it doesn’t conflict with spring break and Easter). Cost is approx. $150 (includes canoe rental, chartered bus, camping fees and most food). Fun, Fun, Fun. Requirements:  Swimming and Canoeing Merit Badge (see above class).   There is still space available for scouts and adults, sign up ASAP and attend the canoe training class on March 26th.  This is a great outing!!!
Summer camps for 2011 – Please plan your summer camps and sign up now.  These camps require our deposits early to hold space for us.  See email from the Outdoor Team for descriptions of activities and additional information on these exciting camps.
· Emerald Bay (Catalina Island) – June 19 to June 25. Scout Cost $640.  Cost includes camp – food, lodging, activities, ferry ride, transportation to and from camp. This program is for scouts who have previously participated in a week long Boy Scout camp.  Next Installment of $200 is due by next Wednesday, March 9th.
· Camp Tahquitz (south Big Bear) – July 24 to 30.    (Camp is located between Redlands and Big Bear @ 6,500’ elevation).  Cost $370 scouts.  Cost includes camp, food and transportation to and from camp.  This camp will be offered to all scouts in the troop.
· Yosemite Backpack trip – Aug 2 to Aug 6 or 7. Cost approx. $180; cost for adults driving will be approx. $110.  Requirements:  High Adventure Backpacking (3 or more days in the wilderness):  First Class or above, recommended age of 13 and above, training hikes and have completed at least two 2-night backpacking trips as a crew. 
· National Youth Leadersip Training Course—Troop Scholarship available. Must be 1st Class, 13 years old, or have completed the 7th grade. NYLT is an intense weeklong youth-oriented leadership experience held at Mataguay Scout Ranch.
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

· Adult volunteers are needed to fill several critical roles:  Webmaster, Outdoor Team Member, Membership, Special Events Coordinator, Publicity Chair, and Plaque Coordinator.  If you do not currently have a role, please contact Janet Mebane for job descriptions and additional information.  Training and support will be provided.  Many volunteer roles can be shared if two or more adults are interested in working together.
BADEN-POWELL SAYS:
“We are not a club or Sunday school class, but a school of the woods.”
	March

OA, NAYLE, Elections
	April

Pioneering
	May

Orienteering

	2 Troop Meeting (Norrisses)

9 Troop Meeting (Aliens)

16 Troop Meeting (Elections)

18-20 Sea to Sea Anza Borrego
26 40th Year Celebration

27 Ladle Soup Kitchen

SCOUTER ACTIVITIES

10   District Roundtable

23  PLC/ASM

28  Committee
	6 Troop Meeting (S Cows)

13 Troop Meeting (Penguins)

16 Scout Fair

20 Troop Meeting (A Meatballs)

29 – May 1 Colorado River
SCOUTER ACTIVITIES

14   District Roundtable

25  Committee 

27  PLC/ASM
	4 Troop Meeting (Platypi)

11 Troop Meeting (Norrisses)

13-15 Camporee
18 Troop Meeting (Aliens)

21 District Dinner

TBD Backpack-Camelback

22 Ladle Soup Kitchen
SCOUTER ACTIVITIES

12   District Roundtable

23  Committee 

25  PLC/ASM


          † Program for the meeting is the responsibility of the assigned Patrol.  Additionally, assigned Patrol also has Set-up/Opening/Closing/Cleanup duties for the prior meeting 
  Senior Patrol Leader: Aseer Ali
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